
 

PRESIDENTS REPORT         May 2024 

 
I hope everyone is enjoying the start of this beautiful spring weather! Summer temps will be here before 

we know it. 

The NUCA of the Carolina’s Spring Conference 2024 at Isle of Palms, S.C.  just recently wrapped up and 

what a huge success it was!  We had an enormous turnout this year; one of the largest I can remember.  

The weather was perfect for our Friday Cinco de Mayo themed dinner on the roof top.  Special thanks to 

Sid and Jess Carpenter and the Highway 88 band for playing some great music for us.  What a special 

night, thanks again. 

The conference was educational and lots of fun.  I appreciate everyone who participated in the Team 

Building event this year; what a lot of fun we had building the NUCA towers.  Thanks to United Rentals for 

sponsoring and bring the idea to the board.  I can’t thank the speakers enough for taking time out of their 

schedules to come spend time with us. Carson Goslee (Six Attributes of difference makers), Misty Wise 

from SC 811, Caryn Maxfield and Ante Petricevic from American Global, Will Pawley for an interesting and 

eye-opening AI update.  Last but not least special thanks to our own Justice Everett for filling in for Louis 

Panzer for NC 811 update.   

What a great job Jason Walker did with the Safety Presentation.   Thanks to everyone who participated. 

Jason will have more details in his report.  

A couple of upcoming events you won’t want to miss, Annual Clay Shoot May 10th at Beaver Pond in snow 

camp.  This event is once again Sold-Out thanks to Paul Hunter for always putting on a great event.  The 

Washington Summitt is May 22-24th and the NUCA Open is June 6th at Forest Oaks Country Club, Greens-

boro, NC.  This event is also Sold Out.  Thank You all who will be participating and sponsoring these 

events, we couldn’t do it without your support. 

Reminder - Fall Conference coming up on October 10- 12th at the Grove Park in Ashville NC.  You won’t 

want to miss this event.  Registration and room block information will be coming soon.  Remember this 

conference sells out very quickly so book early! 

I would like to take a moment to thank conference exhibiters, sponsors, and attendees who always make 

our events a huge success.  Without each of you these events wouldn’t be possible.   

Enjoy your summer, see you soon.  

Mike Hewitt – Garney Construction 

President – NUCA of the Carolina’s  

 
We Dig the Carolinas! 



          2024 Officers and Board of Directors 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Mike Hewitt  Garney Construction   President 

Roger Richards Sanders Utility Construction  Vice President 

Dennis Holloway Ansco & Associates   Secretary/Treasurer 

Scott Little  State Utility Contractors   Immediate Past President  

Paul Hunter  T.A. Loving Company   Past President 

 
 

     BOARD OF DIRECTORS     

Justus Everett  ABE Utilities    Bobbie Raynor       Park Construction of NC 

John Barringer B.R.S., Inc.    Glenn Foley        Gregory Poole Equipment 

Brian Wilkerson JF Wilkerson Contracting  Tim Hogan        JF Wilkerson Contracting 

Brett Sondergard    National Trench Safety  Mike Evans        Palmetto Rock 

Tim Haechten  Foremost Pipeline   Sid Carpenter         Carolina Grading & Utilities 

Joe Williams  Concrete Pipe & Precast  Brian Dillenback    James River Equipment 

Jarrod Williamson Holland Pump    Patrick Seay        Xylem, Inc. 

Freddie Young  Sanders Utility Construction  Greg Maready        Zurich of North America 

        John Knighten        United Rentals Trench Safety 

                

                      EX OFFICIO 

Kevin Cripps—Gen3 Energy Solutions 

   (NUCA National) 
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President 
Mike Hewitt—Garney Construcition 

 

Immediate Past President 
Scott Little—State Utility Contractors 
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                                                           William “Ike” Powell 

Raleigh, N.C. 

919-790-9500  -  ipowell.geosonics@gmail.com 

Engineering Services, Damage Prev/Claims, Explosives/Demolition Supplies 

Safety Consulting 

 

 

Brian Morehouse 

336-482-6890  -  bmorehouse@sncomm.com 
 

Power Distribution, Gas Construction, Telecommunications Construction 
Engineering Services, Underground Utility Locating 

MEMBERSHIP CATAGORIES 
CONTRACTOR MEMBER 

Any person, firm, or corporation engaged in excavation, site preparation, earth moving or the construction 

and/or rehabilitation of utility systems including, but not limited to, storm sewers, sanitary sewers and drain-

age systems, water lines, cables (underground communication and electric), ducts, conduits, gas lines, tunnel-

ing, boring, trenchless construction, treatment systems, pump stations and other utility construction and ap-

purtenances thereof.  

SPECIALTY CONTRACTOR MEMBER 

Any person, firm, or corporation that employs labor on the job site, but does not bid or perform any 

utility construction or excavation work.  

ASSOCIATE MEMBER 

Any person, firm, or corporation involved in the excavation or utility construction industry as a suppli-

er of equipment, materials, or services to contractors.  

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBER 

Any school or governmental entity (local, state or federal) involved in the utility construction and/or 

excavation industry.  
 



 



  



 



  

 

Sid & Jesse Carpenter and 

the HWY 88 Band! 

WINNERS—Best Dressed  

    OLIVER ANDERSON 

Baby Cinco De Mayo 

 

 

TARYN & JAMES BERNASH 

 

 

JOSHUA MAUNEY 

NUCA BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATED  

JEN HEWITT AND DOUG CARLSON 



 

 

CARSON GOSLEE 

WILL PAWLUCY 

JUSTUS EVERETT 

CARYN MAXFIELD AND ANTE PETRACEVIC 

AMERICAN GLOBAL 

MISTY WISE 

SC811 



 TEAM 

BUILDING 

 
SPONSORED BY 

UNITED RENTALS 

FIRST PLACE 



 

OVER 150,000 MANHOURS OVERALL WINNER 

D.H. GRIFFIN INFRASTRUCTURE 

UNDER 150,000 MANHOURS OVERALL WINNER 

TERRAHAWK  

OVER 150,000 MANHOURS HONORABLE MENTION 

CENTURA 

UNDER 150,000 MANHOURS  

HONORABLE MENTION 

JAMIE OLIVE—SOUTHERN CROSS 

TOP MEMBER RECRUITER OF THE YEAR! 

AUSTIN MERRITT 

 

 

Trench Safety Stand Down Week 
June 17-21, 2024 

 
For more information 

NUCA.com/tssd 



  

 

BRENT BREWER 

JASON HILL 

RYAN JOYNER 

MARK STEFANACCI  

(Not shown) 

 

                                        AUSTIN LOGUE 

 

MIKE HEWITT 

NUCA OF  THE CAROLINAS  

PRESIDENT 

GLENN FOLEY 





 

 

 

 

Welcome to May!  

NC 811 has been experiencing the spring surge with a 19% increase in volume in April over the previous year. Our CSRs are 
working hard to keep up with the calls but this year we are struggling with many of the same issues you folks are: manpower, 
hiring and retention. We are seeing use of the call backs picking up as well as Spanish calls rising month over month.  

When a call back is requested, NC 811 utilizes the system to prioritize them in the afternoon or when there is a lull. All call 
backs are returned, same business day. 

Of course, this means that our CSRs are engaged in both receiving and calling back from 2-7PM. This is causing us to see rising 
hold times and longer average speeds of answer.  

How can you help? If you are not already using Remote Ticket Entry (RTE) please consider if this is the right option for your 

company. There are other tools that may be more appropriate such as single address ticket (SAT) as well as update lite and 
revise. But any method that allows you to self-serve the creation of a ticket is one less ticket our operators are working.  

Note - that we continue to see update tickets representing 31% of our total volume.  

How can you help? Make sure that only tickets for which work is continuing are being updated. Make sure you have all 

approvals in hand before requesting locates. If work is suspended for any reason on a project, suspend your updates and cre-
ate a new ticket at the appropriate time.  

In other notes, Norfield is currently testing Dig Logix in North Carolina. Our goal is to road test it with a few companies to as-
sure smooth mapping, scheduling, and ticket creation. Stay tuned and we will make an announcement when we are ready to 
put it into widespread use.  

NC 811 is working with stakeholders on a legislative effort to make some needed changes to the statute in 2025. NUCA and 
the AGC are at the table representing the contractor interests. Again, many thanks to Justus Everett, Betsy Bailey and Bill 
Stricker for their time and energies in this effort. 

For those of you show attended the Joint NC/SC UCC meeting in Charleston I hope you found value in the sessions, the ven-
dors, and the networking!  

And finally, my apologies to you all for missing out on the spring conference. Many thanks to Linda and Justus for covering for 
me! I don’t get sick often but when I do it’s not a pretty sight. Thankfully, I am back at full speed now and look forward to see-
ing folks here and there and of course at the fall conference in Asheville! 

Stay safe, stay hydrated and 
keep cool! 

Louis Panzer 
Executive Director 

 

Be sure to attend your local UCC  meetings  
Don’t miss out on discussions regarding various issues that impact your projects!  

To view all meeting locations, visit https://ncucc.org/county-uccs/  

Follow us 
on: Facebook / Twitter / LinkedIn / Instagram / TikTok / 
YouTube / Wordpress 
Free Damage Prevention Training: NCPipesPlus.org  

North Carolina Utilities Coordinating Committee: 
ncucc.org  
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A WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Hello Everyone!  

Our Spring Conference was a great success. The weather couldn’t have been better. Congratulations to 

Terrahawk and D.H Griffin on being recognized as the 2024 Safety Award winners for their respective 

categories. Also, congratulations to Southern Cross and Cinterra on receiving honorable mention 

recognitions. All four companies had great years with their safety programs. Hopefully we were all 

able to get a good takeaway from their presentations. Thank you for your participation, and Congratu-

lations!!!  

May 14th will be the Safety and Risk Management Committee’s next meeting. It will be held in Durham 

at Sunbelt Rentals Trench Safety, 2933 S. Miami Blvd. It is the next progression in our “Work Zone 

Safety” program. We are very excited to have Ken Thornwell, Jr. speak to us about work zone setup. 

Ken is a Work Zone Traffic Control Engineer for NCDOT. I’m sure he will have some very useful infor-

mation we can all use to make our employees safer while they work. Work zone accidents are a seri-

ous issue we all face. Please, don’t miss out!  

Summer is fast approaching and so is our annual Trench Safety Stand Down Week. June 17th – 23rd. 

You will have the opportunity to participate and receive recognition from NUCA for keeping your folks 

in the know, when it comes to excavation safety. What is a safety standdown??  

      “ A Safety Stand Down presents the opportunity for employers to talk directly to employees and 

others about safety. These Stand Downs will focus on trench & excavation hazards and reinforce the 

importance of using trench protective systems and protecting workers from trenching hazards.” -

NUCA 

For any questions regarding the TSSD and how your company can be recognized, please see the fol-
lowing link.  https://nuca.com/tssd/ 
We will also have special guest Luke Farley, the NUCA endorsed candidate for the NC DOL Commis-

sioner. Luke will speak following our safety program. This joint introduction will be a great opportuni-

ty to get to know Luke better, and for him to get to see what the S&RM Committee is all about.   

Finally, on behalf of the S&RM Committee, I would like to thank Sunbelt Rentals for hosting this 

meeting. Sunbelt will also be graciously providing lunch for our group. 

Thank you so much, it is very much appreciated.  

Thank you all, be safe, keep your crews safe, and we will see you on the 

14th.  
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Tuesday, May 14, 2024 

Sunbelt Rentals Trench Safety 

2933 S. Miami Blvd, Durham, N.C. 

10:00 a.m.—12:00 

SPEAKER 
Kenneth Thornwell, Jr. P.E., PTOE 

State Work Zone Traffic Control Engineer for NCDOT 

“WORK ZONE SAFETY” 

LUNCH  
SPONSORED BY 

SUNBELT RENTALS 

 

 

 

 

   GOLF TOURNAMENT 

FOREST OAKS COUNTRY CLUB 

4600 Forest Oaks Dr. Greensboro NC 27406 

Thursday, June 6, 2024 

SOLD OUT! 

SPONSORED BY 
TOURNAMENT SPONSOR 

ALCRETE 
LUNCH SPONSORED BY 

BRS, INC. 

NATIONAL TRENCH SAFETY 

DH GRIFFIN INFRASTRUCTURE 

JF WILKERSON CONSTRUCTION 
 

PLATINUM SPONSORES 

JAMES RIVER EQUIPMENT 

SUNBELT RENTALS TRENCH 

NATIONAL TRENCH SAFETY 

XYLEM 

UNITED RENTALS TRENCH SAFETY 

RYAN GEO 
 

CONTEST SPONSORS 

NATIONAL TRENCH SAFETY 

STAY ALERT SAFETY 

AMERICAN GLOBAL 

H&E EQUIPMENT 

D.H. GRIFFIN INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

HOLE SPONSORS 

GREGORY POOLE EQUIPMENT 

TT TECHNOLOGIES 

CONSOLIDATED PIPE & SUPPLY 

ESC TRENCH SHORING 

CAROLINA CAT 

STATE UTILITY CONTRACTORS 

TINDALL 

LONG ISLAND LUMBER 

CORE AND MAIN 

DITCH WITCH SALES OF NC 

FERGUSON WATERWORKS 

 

 

 

 

LUNCH 

United Rentals Trench Safety 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

Southern Cross 

Park Construction of NC 

Cardinal Civil 

Alcrete 

ABE Utilities 
 

QUAIL SPONSORS 
       TA Loving Company    Turn-Key Tunneling 

       BRS, Inc.   Foremost Pipeline 

       Xylem    Bio-Nomic Services 

       Fortiline 
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Scholarship Fund 

Please send Donations to: 
NCUCA Educational Fund 

NUCA of the Carolinas 

P.O. Box 10519 

Wilmington, NC  28404 

2024 is an Election Year  
Let’s stand together and have a Voice!! 

PLEASE SEND DONATIONS TO: 
Justus Everett 

P.O. Box 33413 

Raleigh, NC  28137 



 
 

2024: NUCA's 60th Anniversary! 
NUCA turns 60 years old in 2024, and we'll be celebrating throughout the year this important association milestone. We'll be 
recognizing the association’s numerous contributions to the construction industry since our incorporation on April 11, 
1964.  Since the beginning, our association has been instrumental in promoting the interests of the underground utility and 
excavation contracting industry before legislators and regulators, and has worked tirelessly to secure more funding for Ameri-
ca’s aging underground infrastructure. Over the past 60 years NUCA has been the strongest force in improving safety and busi-
ness conditions throughout the $152 billion American utility construction industry. We know you'll want to join us throughout 
this year in celebrating this shared achievement.  
 
Speakers Announced For 2024 Washington Summit: May 22-24 
Washington Summit is our industry's unique event to build personal relationships with key lawmakers and their staff. Our lobbying 
team has invitations out to NUCA-endorsed House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee chairman Rep. Sam Graves (R-MO), 
committee ranking member Rep. Rick Larsen (D-WA), EPA's acting administrator for the Office of Water Bruno Pigott, and other 
Members of Congress.  
 
Congress must be reminded this spring that the billions in water and wastewater resources allocated through the EPA's State Re-
volving Fund programs are a critical component this nation uses to improve public health, economic strength, job creation--and 
your company's success. The 2024 Washington Summit will be held May 22-24, 2024, headquartered at the famous Hyatt Regency 
Washington on Capitol Hill. Capitol Hill Day is Thursday, May 23, with afternoon lawmaker reception in the House’s Rayburn Build-
ing. Registration is now open at WeDigAmerica.org--sign up today to join your NUCA Chapter in D.C. 
 
Trench Safety Stand Down Week: June 17-21, 2024 
This June 17-21 is the eighth annual Trench Safety Stand Down (TSSD) and is generously sponsored this year by NUCA National 
Partners National Trench Safety, Sunstate Equipment/Trench Safety Rentals, and United Rentals. This is your company's oppor-
tunity to talk directly to your employees and others about excavation safety. Companies can conduct a stand-down by taking a 
break to conduct a toolbox talk or other safety activity to draw attention to the specific hazards related to working in and around 
trenches/excavations. TSSD is strongly supported by OSHA and the Trenching & Excavation Safety Taskforce (TEST). We hope each 
NUCA member will participate in our TSSD program and promote June's "Trench Safety Month!". More details can be found at 
nuca.com/tssd. 
  
NUCA Advantage: Make It Yours Today! 
Your NUCA membership investment can deliver benefits far in excess of the dues cost--but only if you ask your human resources 
office to explore what it offers. "We worked with Theresa to switch from our previous benefits broker after we heard about Mem-
berfy from NUCA. She went above and beyond to help us find a plan that worked best for us. The application process was simple, 
and the rollout of benefits to our employees was seamless!" testified Luke Miller of Colorado Pavement Solutions about their 
helpful NUCA Advantage experience. NUCA Advantage leads to expanded healthcare benefits options for your company, as well as 
payroll, wellness, compliance, benefits administration, 401K programs, online training, OSHA logs, and a wealth of free HR benefits 
available only to NUCA members. Find out about our expanded NUCA Advantage benefits program at www.NUCAAdvantage.com. 
 
NUCA-WINS Now Available As Monthly Subscription 
You spoke, NUCA-WINS listened. NUCA-WINS 3.0 is available as a low-cost monthly subscription. New users will now get all the 
features of the annual subscription version with no setup fees: Onboarding, Training, Maintenance, Support, and Updates are all 
included, along with the same generous 33% NUCA discount. Once you start using NUCA-WINS, you'll wonder how you managed 
your jobsites without it. Start by visiting www.NUCAWins.com and request access today. 

 
In 2024, Share The Details About Trenchless Tech Efficiency 
Are you seeking to know more about horizontal direction drilling, or auger boring, or wish your city’s administrators did, too? NU-
CA's "Trenchless Construction and New Installation Methods" manual can help your estimators, engineers, and project managers 
recognize that trenchless technology could deliver large cost savings to your excavation projects. The 148-page, full-color illustrat-
ed manual carefully addresses and explains the most common trenchless installation methods. This year, buy a copy for your local 
planning department as a professional gift to introduce their staff to these cost-efficient subsurface construction methods. The 
manual is available exclusively from NUCA and can be ordered online at www.nuca.com/trenchlessmanual. 

Association News 
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Tony Privitera Elected New NUCA Chairman: New NUCA Leadership Installed 
NUCA's Board of Directors formally inducted Anthony (Tony) L. Privitera II as the new NUCA Chairman on March 23 at the Annual 
Meeting held in Palm Springs, California. 
 

"My top leadership goal as Chairman is to underscore how important your personal relationships in business are to NUCA and our 
industry,” said Privitera in his acceptance speech. Privitera is Executive Vice President of Mark One Electric Co., Inc., headquar-
tered in Kansas City, Missouri. 
 

Also elected to the leadership team at the March 23 NUCA Annual Meeting was Kevin Cripps as Vice-Chair, David Howell as Treas-
urer, and Jason Clark as Secretary. Tom Butler, the former chairman, now becomes Immediate Past Chairman. Butler will continue 
to serve in 2024 as Government Relations Committee chairman. 
 

The association expanded its executive committee last year and also elected several vice-chairs to its top leadership team. Victor 
Serrambana (NorthEast Region Vice-Chair), Bob Snyder (MidWest Region Vice-Chair), Gary Silbernagel (West Region Vice-Chair), 
Kirk Blomgren (SouthEast Region Vice-Chair), Tom Lingvai (Central Region Vice-Chair), and Andy Williams (At-Large) were also 
elected to the NUCA Executive Committee. 
 

State Revolving Funds Restored To FY2023 Levels 
To a heavy sigh of relief, President Biden signed the FY2024 appropriations package restoring billions to the federal programs 
providing this industry's resources for new water and sewer infrastructure. NUCA's lobbying and grassroots efforts since last sum-
mer directed at restoring this funding after House Republican appropriators cut almost $2 billion ultimately delivered real, tangi-
ble results for the American utility construction industry. 
 

"The nation averted almost $2 billion in cuts to two critical water and wastewater infrastructure programs with the passage of this 
Fiscal Year 2024 appropriations bill," said Doug Carlson, NUCA chief executive officer. "Clean water should never again be a politi-
cal football tossed between political parties."  
 

In the appropriations package signed into law by President Biden on March 8, EPA’s State Revolving Fund programs were funded 
at FY 2023 levels, with the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) receiving $1.639 billion, and the Drinking Water State Revolv-
ing Fund receiHouse Passes Permitting Reform Bill 
The U.S. House passed on March 21 the "Creating Confidence in Clean Water Permitting Act" (HR 7023), a package of reforms to 
the Clean Water Act permitting process. This NUCA-supported bill will "reduce overburdensome regulatory requirements, protect 
good-faith permit holders from unnecessary delays and frivolous lawsuits, and increase transparency and stakeholder participa-
tion in the development of water quality criteria," according to the House infrastructure committee. NUCA's support was cited by 
the committee in its promotion of the bill. 
 

The bill now moves to the U.S. Senate for consideration. During the upcoming Washington Summit (May 22-24) we will be asking 
our members to urge their Senators to support this important bill. 
 

Worker Walkaround Rule Goes Into Effect May 31 
USDOL through OSHA published a final rule April 1 to change the way in which an employee representative can be selected to 
accompany the Compliance Safety and Health Officer during a workplace inspection. The final rule clarifies that the representative
(s) authorized by employees may be an employee of the employer or a third party. 
 

NUCA and other trade associations are very critical of this misuse of OSHA's safety authority, with NUCA CEO Doug Carlson stating 
in our media release, "The flawed new rule does nothing to advance safety on a construction jobsite. This rule forces construction 
businesses to oblige third parties who do not possess safety expertise to disrupt a jobsite." 

NUCA and our CISC construction coalition partners submitted comments earlier arguing against the rule's adoption, citing several 
concerns with the policy changes when they were first proposed. The rule will go into effect on May 31, with OSHA publishing its 
list of FAQs on the day of rule's public release. CISC is exploring litigation to challenge the rule with a focus on the construction 
industry. 

 

Industry News and Advocacy  - Industry News & Advocacy 
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ORDER FORM 
 POLO’S, T-SHIRTS & HOODIES 

FILL OUT AND EMAIL TO LGOSLEE@NUCACAROLINAS.ORG 

 Name __________________________________________________________ 

 Ship to Address___________________________________________________ 

 Email/Phone Number _____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Credit Card Information 

 ________________________________________ 

 Name on Card (Please Print)                   Company Name (If Applicable) 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 Card Number     Expiration Date   CVV Code 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 Billing Address for Credit Card—Address, State, and Zip Code    

                                                A 4% Processing Fee will be added to all credit card payments 

POLO GOLF SHIRT—CIRCLE COLOR AND SIZE 

  NAVY   M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 

  RED   M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 

  LIGHT BLUE  M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 

  T-SHIRT  M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 

  Hoodie  M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 

POLO/GOLF SHIRTS—$45.00/EACH                T-SHIRTS—$20.00/EACH                 HOODIES—$40.00/EACH 

                                   Plus Shipping Costs 
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